
Pashto Alphabetد پـښـتـو الـفـبـې

Transcription and Sound IPA Final Medial Initial Isolated Letter Name
1 [ā] as aw in law; [a] as o in hot [ɔ:]; [ɒ] ـا - - ا [aléf] ۱ الف
2 [b] as b in boy [b] ـب ـب ب ب [be] ۲ بې
3 [p] as p in pen [p] ـپ ـپ پ پ [pe] ۳ پې
4 [t] as t in teach [t] ـت ـت ت ت [te] ۴ تې
5 [ṭ] as t in train but retroflex* [ʈ] ـټ ـټـ ټـ ټ [ṭe] ۵ ټې
6 [s] as s in son [s] ـث ـث ث ث [se] ۶ ثې
7 [j] as j in John [ʤ] ج ـج ج ج [jim] ۷ جیم
8 [č] as ch in chain [ʧ] چ ـچ چ چ [če]۸ چې
9 [ǰ] as dz in adze [ʣ] ـځ ـځـ ځـ ځ [ǰe] ۹ ځې
10 [c] as ts in lots [ʦ] ـڅ ـڅـ څـ څ [ce]۱۰ څې
11 [h] as h in human [h] ح ـح ح ح [he] ۱۱ حې
12 [x] as ch in German Bach [x] خ ـخ خ خ [xe] ۱۲ خې
13 [d] as d in dig but softer [d] ـد - - د [dāl] ۱۳ دال
14 [ḍ] as d in dry but retroflex* [ɖ] ـډ - - ډ [ḍāl] ۱۴ ډال
15 [z] as z in zoo [z] ـذ - - ذ [zāl] ۱۵ ذال
16 [r] as rr in Spanish perro but softer [r] ـر - - ر [re] ۱۶ رې
17 [ṛ] as [r] but retroflex* [ɽ] ـړ - - ړ [ṛe] ۱۷ ړې
18 [z] as z in zoo [z] ـز - - ز [ze] ۱۸ زې
19 [ž] as s in measure [ʒ] ـژ - - ژ [že] ۱۹ ژې
20 [ž]̣ as [ž] but retroflex*; [g] as g in gift [ʐ]; [g] ـږ - - ږ  [ge]/[ž଼e] ۲۰ ږې
21 [s] as s in son [s] ـس ـس س س [sin] ۲۱ سین
22 [š] as sh in shame [ ʃ ] ـش ـش ش ش [šin] ۲۲ شین
23 [š]̣ as [š] but retroflex*;  

[x] as ch in German Bach [ʂ]; [x] ـښ ـښـ ښـ ښ  [xin]/[šin]۲۳ ښین
24 [s] as s in son [s] ـص ـص ص ص [sād] ۲۴ صاد
25 [z] as z in zoo [z] ـض ـض ض ض [zād] ۲۵ ضاد
26 [t] as t in teach [t] ـط ـطـ طـ ط [tā] طا [toy] طوی ۲۶
27 [z] as z in zoo [z] ـظ ـظـ ظـ ظ [zā] ظا [zoy] ظوی ۲۷
28 [ ' ] as ‘ in Arabic Qur'an [ ‘ ] ع ع ع ع [ayn] ۲۸ عین
29 [ğ] as r in French Paris [ʁ] غ غ غ غ [ğayn] ۲۹ غین
30 [f] as f in fish [f] ـف ـف ف ف [fe] ۳۰ فې
31 [q] as q in Arabic Qibla [q] ـق ـق ق ق [qāf] ۳۱ قاف
32 [k] as k in king [k] ـک ـك ك ک [kāf] ۳۲ کاف
33 [g] as g in gift [g] ـګ / ـگ ـګـ / ـگـ ګـ/ گـ ګ/گ [gāf] ۳۳ ګاف
34 [l] as l in land [l] ـل ـل ل ل [lām] ۳۴ لام
35 [m] as m in myth [m] ـم ـم م م [mim] ۳۵ میم
36 [n] as n in new [n] ـن ـن ن ن [nun] ۳۶ نون
37 [ṇ] as [n] but retroflex* [ɳ] ـڼ ـڼـ ڼـ ڼ [ṇuṇ] ۳۷ ڼوڼ

38 [w] as w in wet; [u] as oo in pool; 
[o] as oa in coat

[w]; [u:]; 
[o:]

ـو - - و [wāw] ۳۸ واو

39 [h]  as h in human; [a] as o in hot;  
[ǝ] as e in the

[h]; [ɒ]; 
[ə] ه ه ه ه [he] ۳۹ هې

40 [y] as y in yes; [ay] as y in sky [j]; [ɑj] ـى ـي ي ى  [mulayyaná yā] ملینه یا ۴۰
41 [i] as ea in seat [i:] ـي ـي ي ي  [ma’rúfa yā] معروفه یا ۴۱
42 [e] as a in may [e:] ـې ـې ې ې  [majhúla yā] مجهوله یا ۴۲
43 [ǝy] cluster of [ə] in #39 and [y] in #40 [əj] ـۍ - - ۍ  [šǝ̣ǰiná yā] ښځینه یا ۴۳
44 [ǝy] the same as #43 [əj] ـئ - - ئ  [kaṛwā́la yā] کړواله یا ۴۴
* Retroflex sounds are pronounced with the tongue slightly pulled back, curved and raised its tip to the roof of the mouth.
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