Geography Lesson #2: Investigating Central Asia through Maps
Lesson Source: National Geographic (www.nationalgeographic.com) 

Grade level:  6-12

Timeframe: Two 40-minute classes or one 80-minute block

Overview:  Maps are used to provide a wide range of information about a particular area. In this lesson, students will use physical, political, and thematic maps to investigate the geography of Central Asia through a scavenger hunt. Students will explore ways in which the region of Central Asia is defined and will create their own map-based scavenger hunt for other students to solve.  This lesson is one in a series developed in collaboration with The Asia Society, with support from the Freeman Foundation, highlighting the geography and culture of Asia and its people. 

Objectives (the students will be able to):
1. Identify types of maps and their purposes
2. Identify major geographic features of Central Asia

3. Create a definition for region

4. Use geographic tools to find and analyze geographic information
5. Generate a list of 3-4 ways that geography has impacted society in the area 
Materials Required:

1. computer with internet access

2. Investigating Central Asian Boundaries worksheet for each pair of students

3. access to physical, political, and thematic maps of Central Asia

4. One blank map for each student

· One "Investigating Central Asian Boundaries" worksheet (PDF, Adobe Acrobat Reader required) for each pair of students 

· One blank map of Asia for each student 

Procedure:  

1. List the following map types on the board:  

· Physical. (Physical maps describe the landforms in a particular area. They may include mountains, deserts, rivers, seas, oceans, and plateaus.) 

· Political. (Political maps show man-made boundaries. These may include countries, capitals, and other important cities. These locations can be described geographically using lines of longitude and latitude.) 

· Thematic. (Thematic maps show information such as population, religion, rainfall, and natural resources.) 

2. Ask students to explain the purpose of each kind of map. Then, ask for examples of the kinds of questions that could be answered by the particular maps. Teachers can prompt students by asking the following questions: 

· If you were planning a hike, which kinds of maps would you use and why? 

· If you were going to the opening of a new amusement park, which map would you use and why? 

· If you were planning to travel throughout Asia, which maps would you use and why? 

3. Explain that they will be using these types of maps to study the region of Central Asia. Tell students that the area of Central Asia is defined in a variety ways. For the purposes of this lesson, Central Asia will be defined as the region where the following countries are located: Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Pakistan. As students participate in the lesson, they should look for clues about why these countries are considered to be part of this region, and what other countries might be considered part of Central Asia. (This task can be adapted to better facilitate your specific curriculum and/or area of study.  This is just an example of how this activity/lesson can run).
4. Break students into pairs to work on a map-based scavenger hunt. Give each pair the "Investigating Central Asian Boundaries" worksheet (PDF, Adobe Acrobat Reader required) and a printed copy of a blank map of Asia to guide them through the scavenger hunt. Tell students that they may use Internet and classroom resources to find the answers to the questions on the worksheet. 

5. Review the instructions and direct students to previously bookmarked Web sites for research.  Instruct the students that when they have answered all of the questions, they should add the newly acquired information to their copy of the blank map of Asia. As they work, they should also develop a theory about why these countries are identified as Central Asia and if other countries could be included in the definition of this region. The following questions and answers from the worksheet are provided for your convenience: 

PHYSICAL MAPS 

Physical maps describe the landforms in a particular area. They may include mountains, deserts, rivers, seas, oceans, and plateaus. Investigate the physical map of Central Asia to find the following answers: 

1. What is the name of the river that forms part of the border between Afghanistan and Turkmenistan? (Amu Darya) 

2. What major body of water in Central Asia has shrunk by 70 percent due to Soviet era irrigation and water diversion plans? It is located between Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. (Aral Sea) 

3. What is the major body of water that is in the western boundaries of Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan? (Caspian Sea) 

4. What is the name of the corridor between Afghanistan and Pakistan, running through the Great Highlands of the Hindu Kush Mountains? (Khyber Pass) 

5. Name the mountains whose western slopes are in Tajikistan and whose eastern slopes are in China. (Pamirs) 

6. What is the huge mountain range that includes the Pamirs of Tajikistan and also crosses into China? (Tien Shan) 

7. What is the name of the enormous desert that covers much of Turkmenistan? (Garagum, meaning “Black Sands” in Turkic) 

POLITICAL MAPS 

Political maps show man-made boundaries. These may include countries, capitals, and other important cities. These locations can be described geographically using lines of longitude and latitude. Investigate the political map of Central Asia to find the following answers: 

1. Which Central Asian country has the capital city of Ashgabat? (Turkmenistan) 

2. What is the capital city located at 42N latitude, 75E longitude? (Bishkek) 

3. What country is found north of Kazakhstan? (Russia) 

4. Name the countries that border Afghanistan. (Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, China, Pakistan) 

5. What is the name of the landlocked, mountainous country that was carved out of Uzbekistan to stop resistance to Soviet rule? (Tajikistan) 

6. Which country of Central Asia may have taken its name from the Mongol Oz Beg Khan? (Uzbekistan) 

THEMATIC MAPS 

Thematic maps show information such as population, religion, rainfall, and natural resources. Investigate the following thematic maps of Central Asia to find the following answers: 

Population Map 

1. What country has the largest population of the Central Asia countries? (Pakistan) 

2. Who has a greater population: Pakistan or Tajikistan? (Pakistan) 

Religions Map 

1. What is the religion of most Central Asian people? (Islam) 

2. What religion can be found along the borders of Russia? (Eastern Orthodox) 

3. What is the name of the city and religious center in Uzbekistan where Muslims make seven pilgrimages to take the place of the hajj to Mecca? (Bokhoro) 

Rainfall Map 

1. About how much rain does Turkmenistan receive each year? (Ranges from about 8 inches in northwest to 12 inches in mountains) 

Products Map 

1. What is the largest crop produced in Turkmenistan? (Cotton) 

2. Name three forms of energy-related products produced in abundance in Uzbekistan. (Gas, oil, petroleum, coal, uranium) 

3. What is Kazakhstan's largest grain crop? (Spring wheat) 

Closure: Share responses about how each pair of students defined the region of Central Asia. Ask students what characteristics they used to determine what countries would be considered part of the region. (Landforms, climate, religion, and geographic location are likely responses.) Ask the students what other nations might also be considered part of Central Asia and why they think there might be differing approaches to defining Central Asia. Finally, ask students if they feel it is important to have one recognized way of defining Central Asia. 

Explain that there are a number of recognized ways of defining Central Asia: 

· At times Central Asia is limited to the nations that were once part of the USSR east of the Caspian Sea (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan). 

· In other places, including in the United States, Pakistan and Afghanistan are included because of their physical location, religious affiliation, overlapping culture and language, and similar landforms. 

· A broader definition of Central Asia includes western China, Mongolia, and Tibet because of similar geography and the existence of nomadic pastoralism. 

· Finally, the most inclusive definition also encompasses countries east of the Caspian Sea, including parts of Iran, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, and portions of Russia (Siberia). 

Lastly, ask the students if it is helpful to define regions and why or why not. 

Suggested Student Assessment: As a class, review worksheet responses. Ask students to highlight the boundaries of Central Asia on their blank maps. 

Then, using a broader definition of Central Asia, have students list questions (and answers) for each kind of map. Remind students that the questions should reinforce the purpose of each type of map as well as the significant features of Central Asia. If time allows, have students answer each other's questions. 

Extending the Lesson: Younger students can download and print, or cut out pictures of Central Asia to create a classroom collage that illustrates the common features of the land, environment, and people of this region.
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