
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Investigating Central Asian Boundaries 
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Educators: This handout accompanies the lesson "Investigating Central Asia Through Maps," at www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions. You may reproduce this 
handout for students. 
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Physical Maps 
 
Physical maps describe the landforms in a particular area. They may include mountains, deserts, rivers, 
seas, oceans, and plateaus. Investigate the physical map of Central Asia to find the following answers: 
 

1. What is the name of the river that forms part of the border between Afghanistan and Turkmenistan?   
 
2. What major body of water in Central Asia has shrunk by 70 percent due to Soviet-era irrigation and 
water diversion plans?   It is located between Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan.  
 
3. What is the major body of water that is in the western boundaries of Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan?  
 
4. What is the name of the corridor between Afghanistan and Pakistan, running through the Great 
Highlands of the Hindu Kush Mountains?   
 
5. Name the mountains whose western slopes are in Tajikistan and whose eastern slopes are in 
China.   
 
6. What is the huge mountain range that includes the Pamirs of Tajikistan and also crosses into 
China? 
 
7. What is the name of the enormous desert that covers much of Turkmenistan?   

 
 
Political Maps 
 
Political maps show man-made boundaries. These may include countries, capitals, and other important 
cities. These locations can be described geographically using lines of longitude and latitude. Investigate the 
political map of Central Asia to find the following answers: 
 

1. Which Central Asian country has the capital city of Ashgabat?   
 
2. What is the capital city located at 42N latitude, 75E longitude? 
                       
3. What country is found north of Kazakhstan?    
 
4. Name the countries that border Afghanistan. 
 
 
 

Directions: Maps can be made to describe places in different ways. Each map provides different 
information. In this lesson we will investigate Central Asia (Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, 
Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Pakistan) by examining different kinds of maps of the same 
region. Use the appropriate maps at National Geographic MapMachine 
(www.nationalgeographic.com/mapmachine/) to answer these questions with a partner. As you work, 
develop a theory about why these countries are identified as Central Asia. Are there other countries 
that could be included? 
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5. What is the name of the landlocked, mountainous country that was carved out of Uzbekistan to stop 
resistance to Soviet rule?    
 
6. Which country of Central Asia may have taken its name from the Mongol Oz Beg Khan?   

 
 
Thematic Maps 
 
Thematic maps show information such as population, religion, rainfall, and natural resources. Investigate 
the following thematic maps of Central Asia to find the following answers: 
 
 
Population Map 
 

1. What country has the largest population of the Central Asia countries?  
 
2. Who has a greater population: Pakistan or Tajikistan?   
 

Religions Map 
 

3. What is the religion of most Central Asian people?       
 
4. What religion can be found along the borders of Russia?   
 
5. What is the name of the city and religious center in Uzbekistan where Muslims make seven 
pilgrimages to take the place of the hajj to Mecca?         

 
Rainfall Map 
 

6. About how much rain does Turkmenistan receive each year?  
 
Products Map 
 

7. What is the largest crop produced in Turkmenistan?    
 
8. Name three forms of energy-related products produced in abundance in Uzbekistan.  
 
9. What is Kazakhstan's largest grain crop?   

 
 
Conclusions 
 
This is our theory about why these countries are known as Central Asia:  
 
 
We think that these countries might also be included in Central Asia:  
 


